Italian 420: Italian Culture Through the Ages
5 Credit Hours

Professor: 

French and Italian

Hagerty Hall

E-mail:

Office hours:
Date/time final exam:  

Course Description:   
Welcome to Italian 420! The instructional approach taken in this course and in all of the intermediate and advanced Italian courses is Content-Based Instruction, which is a holistic approach to foreign language education; that is, you will develop your language skills while learning about a particular topic. This course provides an overview of the major historical periods (Medieval, Baroque, etc.) through readings and discussions of significant events in each period. Students will learn about a variety of historical figures and their contribution to Italian culture. Oral skills are refined through class discussion and oral presentations. Students will develop writing skills by writing several essays throughout the course and particular attention will be given to the continued development of effective reading skills. New vocabulary will be derived from the texts and topics that you will discuss. Grammar will be reviewed as necessary, but a certain number of structures will be targeted for focused review or presentation. The Targeted Structures for this course are: comparatives of inequality with che, comparatives of equality, numeri ordinali, and relative pronouns.
Goals:   

The goals of this course are to improve reading, speaking and writing skills through the analysis of issues in Italian culture and history as revealed in the material studied.

Language:  

This course will be conducted entirely in Italian.
Texts: 
Easy Italian Reader:  A Three-Part Text for Beginning Students, Riccarda Saggese, New York, 2006.  

L’Italia dal Fascismo ad Oggi, Daniela Bartalesi-Graf, Perugia, 2005.

Internet sources: numerous websites will be used -- see schedule for details

Grammar text: Marchegiani Jones, Irene and Francesca Italiano. 1995. Crescendo. Boston: Thomson Heinle. (Also on reserve in the Main Library.)

Students may wish to purchase an Italian dictionary if they do not already have one.

Note: Do not resell Crescendo if you are continuing in Italian. This text will be assigned in all intermediate-level courses and will be a useful text to consult in the advanced courses.

Methods of Evaluation:
Quality of class participation, including oral presentations:  
15%

Quizzes:



20%

Compositions:



20%

Midterm:  



20%

Final:  



25%

Grading scale:

	A 93-100
	B+ 88-89
	B- 80-82
	C 73-77
	D+ 68-69
	E 64-0

	A- 90-92
	B 83-87
	C+ 78-79
	C- 70-72
	D 65-67
	


Participation (attendance, quality of classroom interaction): Regular attendance and participation in class are essential for learning a foreign language. Therefore, students should prepare carefully for class by completing all assignments in advance and being ready to participate actively and thoughtfully in class.

Homework: Homework will be assigned each class period to be discussed and/or submitted during the following class period (unless otherwise instructed). Late homework will not be accepted. If you miss class, you must contact a classmate to find out the material covered and assigned and come to the next class meeting with the work completed. 
Oral presentations: Each student will prepare an oral presentation on a topic selected from a list prepared by the instructor (topics will include the authors, cities, composers, and the literary works studied, etc.) The presentation must include visuals and/or realia (Power Point preferred) and last approximately 10 minutes. Presentations will be graded using the attached rubric.

Quizzes: Regular quizzes will test content, grammar and vocabulary.

Compositions: There will be four compositions, which will be graded using the rubric attached to this syllabus. Before turning in each composition, there will be an in-class writing workshop in which students will edit and discuss each other’s papers and during which time the instructor will provide feed-back to each student. 

Exams: There will be a midterm and a final exam, both of which will test the course content as well as the grammar and vocabulary discussed. Students should note the date and time of the final exam. The date and time of the final exam are determined by the university and cannot be changed. There should be no conflicts with exams in other courses.

Academic Misconduct:

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).

Disability Services:
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Schedule (pages numbers correspond to Saggese, unless otherwise noted):

WEEK ONE:

Introduction

Rome

Grammar: ordinal numbers
Homework 1:  Saggese, pp. 61-62.  Answer questions on p. 63, Do grammar exercises.

Rome

Grammar:  comparatives of equality
Homework 2:  Grammar exercises, Saggese, pp. 64-65.  Answer questions on p. 65, Do grammar exercises.  
WEEK TWO:

Julius Caesar

Homework 1:  Saggese, pp. 66-67.  Answer questions on p. 68.  Read Ripasso, p. 68 and answer questions on p. 69.  Do Cruciverba, p. 70.
Pax romana
First quiz:  vocabulary and grammar points from the readings that were discussed in class

Homework 2:  Saggese, pp. 71-73.  Answer questions on p. 74.  

First essay:  Do some research on the Internet and write a description of some currently visible medieval aspects of an Italian city (e.g. a cathedral, a piazza, a baptistery, a palazzo).  Print a picture as well.  250 words.

The medieval city

In class:  share essays and images in the form of oral presentations.

Homework 1:  Read Saggese, pp. 75-76.  Respond to questions on p. 77, Read Saggese, pp. 78-79.  Respond to questions on p. 80.

WEEK THREE:

Medieval culture and religiosity, Saint Francis of Assisi

In class:  watch some of Zeffirelli’s film about St. Francis

Grammar: comparatives of inequality with che
Revision of first essay due.

Homework 2:  Read Francis’ “Cantico delle creature” on LiberLiber

http://www.liberliber.it/biblioteca/f/francesco_d_assisi/il_cantico_di_frate_sole/html/cantico.htm
Saggese, pp. 81-83, answer questions on pp. 83-84, Do grammar exercises.

Marco Polo and Venice

Homework 1:  Read Ripasso 2 pp. 84-85 and answer questions pp. 85-86.  Do cruciverba, p. 87.  Read Day One, Introduction, Decameron, paragraphs 8-12 in Decameron Web.

The Black Death

Essay #2, draft 1 due.

Quiz #2 on vocabulary, grammar and reading comprehension

Homework 2:  Read pp. 88-90 and answer questions on p. 90.  

http://www.arte.go.it/mostre/botticelli/index.htm :  this reading will be divided up amongst the class

WEEK FOUR:

Botticelli and Lorenzo il Magnifico

Homework 1:  pp. 91-93, answer questions on pp. 93-94.  Do Cruciverba, p. 94

Cristoforo Colombo

Revision of Essay #2 due.

Homework 2:  Study for midterm.

Midterm

Homework 1:  read biographies of Leonardo and Michelangelo in LiberLiber.  Look at their art in www.wga.hu
WEEK FIVE:

Leonardo and Michelangelo 

In class:  oral presentations of individual art works by students

Grammar:  relative pronouns (che)
Homework 2:  pp. 95-97.  Answer questions on p. 98.  Do grammar exercises.
Galileo

First draft of Essay #3 due.

Grammar: relative pronouns (cui)
Homework 1:  Read pp. 99-101.  Answer p. 101, Do grammar exercises.

Masaniello

Quiz #3

Homework 2:  Read pp. 102-104.  Answer p. 104.  Read 105-106.  Answer pp. 106-107.  Do cruciverba, p. 108.

WEEK SIX:

Carlo III di Borbone

Revision of Essay #3 due.

Homework 1:  109-112.  Questions, p. 113.

Watch “Le cinque giornate di Milano,” first episode, on Raiclick:  http://www.raiclicktv.it/raiclickpc/secure/folder.srv?id=1716
L’unita d’Italia

Homework 2:  114-116, questions, p. 116.

Watch “Napoli e la sua provincia” on Raiclick: http://www.raiclicktv.it/raiclickpc/secure/folder.srv?id=251
Different realities, North and South

Relative pronouns (il quale)

First draft of Essay #4 due.  

Homework:  pp. 117-119, questions, p. 119.  Ripasso, p. 119-120, questions p. 120.  Cruciverba, p. 121, grammar exercises.

WEEK SEVEN:

Modernization and Emigration

Quiz #4

Homework:  Bartalesi-Graf, pp. 17- 26, questions, p.28.

Watch “Il giovane Mussolini” on Raiclick:
http://www.raiclicktv.it/raiclickpc/secure/folder.srv?id=1721
Fascism

Revision of Essay #4 due.

Grammar:  numeri ordinali
Homework:  Bartalesi-Graf pp. 29-37.  Do grammar exercises.  
Le donne e la guerra
Homework:  Bartalesi-Graf pp. 66-78 and all questions. 

WEEK EIGHT:

“Boom economico”
Homework:  Bartalesi-Graf pp. 83-88 and all questions and exercises.

After the war – first-hand descriptions
Homework:  Bartalesi-Graf pp. 111- 122 and all questions

From 1960-1980
Homework:  Bartalesi-Graf pp. 126-133 and all questions and exercises.

WEEK NINE:

1968 – in their own words
Homework:  Bartalesi-Graf pp. 164- 177 and all questions

The last 25 years
Homework:  Bartalesi-Graf pp. 178-188 and all questions

Tangentopoli

Homework:  Bartalesi-Graf pp. 233-240 and all questions

WEEK TEN:

Immigration in the last 25 years

Homework:  Bartalesi-Graf pp. 263-273 and all questions

The mafia
Homework:  prepare an oral presentation on one of the main themes covered in this class.
Conclusions

Homework:  study for the final!

FINAL EXAM

French/Italian Evaluation of oral work       Name:________________   Grade:______

Categorical Rubric

Amount of language used 
     A   
Student communicates significantly more than required to fulfill the task.

     B   
Student communicates more than required to fulfill the task.

     C   
Student communicates an adequate amount to fulfill the task.

     D   
Student communicates, but amount is less than adequate.

     F   
There is not enough speech to evaluate.

Fluency/Fluidity 
     A   
Speech is smooth and flowing.  No hesitation or rephrasing.

     B   
Speech is smooth for the most part.  Occasional hesitancy.  Some rephrasing.

     C   
Speech is generally hesitant and often choppy.

     D   
Speech is extremely hesitant and choppy.  Frequent pauses and/or unfinished 

            phrases.

     F   
Speech is limited to isolated words or short phrases.  No fluidity whatsoever.

Pronunciation 
     A    No or very little mispronunciation that interferes with comprehension.

     B    Mispronunciation rarely results in misunderstanding.

     C    Several mispronunciations resulting in some confusion and 




misunderstanding.

     D   
Frequent mispronunciation resulting in consistent confusion and 



misunderstanding.

     F   
Mispronunciation makes comprehension impossible.

Vocabulary 

     A   
Student uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriately.

     B   
Student uses a fairly wide range of vocabulary, most of which is used 

            appropriately.

     C   
Student uses an adequate range of vocabulary, but sometimes 



inappropriately.

     D   
Student uses a very limited range of vocabulary and often inappropriately.

     F   
Student shows no command of vocabulary.

Grammar 

     A   
No or few grammatical errors.

     B   
Some grammatical errors that do not result in misunderstanding.

     C   
Several grammatical errors resulting in occasional misunderstanding.

     D   
Many grammatical errors resulting in frequent confusion and 



misunderstanding.

     F   
Grammatical errors so frequent that communication is totally impeded.

Prepared role play/skits

     A   
Exchange is very well connected and clear with no hesitations.

     B   
Exchange is well connected with very few hesitations.

     C   
Exchange is somewhat choppy due to misunderstandings between 



participants.

     D   
Exchange is unconnected and extremely choppy due to misunderstandings 

between participants.

     F   
Student is unable to maintain her/his end of dialogue.  Totally unconnected.

Prepared Presentation
     A   
Presentation is well organized and content is covered in depth with elaboration 

            and detail.

     B   
Presentation is fairly well organized and content is covered in sufficient depth.

     C   
Presentation is somewhat organized and content is mostly covered adequately.

     D   
Presentation lacks organization and does not cover many significant aspects of


the topic.
     F   
Presentation is disorganized and misses most significant aspects of the topic.
French/Italian Evaluation of written work       Name:________________   Grade:___

Categorical Rubric

Content 

	A
	Significant, interesting, well conceived, appropriate to assignments, stays on task.  Rich in specific details and examples.

	B
	Generally good work, but some facts or arguments may be unsupported, or some repetitions or clichés may be apparent.

	C
	Only adequate development of content and arguments, shows occasional carelessness.

	D
	Inadequately or insufficiently developed.  No effort to make content significant to the topic at hand. Reader may be unsure of writer’s message.

	E       
	Wildly inappropriate or incoherent content.


Grammar

	A
	Good use of grammar, successful effort to use new forms and structures.

	B
	Effort to use new forms, occasional errors do not impede comprehension.

	C
	Grammar communicates adequately, but limited in range; frequent errors.

	D
	Meaning often confused; errors very frequent and significant; needs major work.

	E       
	Unintelligible.


Vocabulary

	A
	Good use of vocabulary, successful effort to use new forms and idioms.

	B
	Effort to use new forms, occasional errors do not impede comprehension, but at times poorly calqued from English.

	C
	Limited range of vocabulary, frequent errors and calques from English, or poor dictionary work.

	D
	Very limited vocabulary, meaning often confused; errors very frequent, needs major work.

	E       
	Unintelligible.


Style and Organization

	A
	Well-organized paragraphs and use of topic and summary sentences, convincing, easy to follow, highly readable.

	B
	Good evidence of structuring of paragraphs, with some unwieldy patterns.

	C
	Some attempts at organization, but few topic, development, or summary sequences.  Difficult to read.

	D
	Style is awkward, lack of organization undermines intelligibility, hard to follow.

	E       
	No evidence of planning in paragraph or sentence structure.


Typographic Accuracy

	A
	Good attention to details

	B
	Spelling, punctuation errors do not impede comprehension

	C
	Frequent errors in spelling and/or punctuation errors: use Spellcheck!

	D
	Unacceptably sloppy; accents not typed; use Spellcheck!

	E       
	Not intelligible.


Suggestions for next time:

PAGE  
9

